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THE
CARTAGENA
PROTOCOL
This agreement, to which
Barbados is party, aims to
ensure the safe handling,
transport and use of LMOs
resulting from modern
biotechnology.



THE BIOSAFETY
CLEARING
HOUSE
Article 20 of the Cartagena
Protocol establishes the
Biosafety Clearing House as a
means to facilitate information
exchange on LMOs and GMOs
to assist parties in meeting their
obligations under the Protocol. It
is an information sharing hub
where governments, scientists
and private companies can
research and submit technical,
scientific, legal and
administrative information on
LMOs and GMOs.



THE BCH III
WORKSHOP
In 2018 the Ministry of
Environment and National
Beautification secured funds
from the United Nations
Environment Programme to build
capacity locally on the use of
the Biosafety Clearing House
and, in so doing, intensify
cooperation to achieve the
common goals of the Cartagena
Protocol. To this end, the Ministry
of Environment and National
Beautification has facilitated
two workshops involving
stakeholders and key
government representatives.

This, the second, BCH Workshop introduced
participants to the use of information on the BCH
website by national educational institutions and other
key stakeholders to achieve capacity building
sustainability beyond the duration of the project.



DAY 1

The Biosafety Clearing House workshop was facilitated by Mr.
Fred Phillips. Participants came from the Customs and Excise
Department (4), Ministry of Agriculture (9), Veterinary Services
(4) and the Ministry of Environment and National Beautification
(1).

Participants were first introduced to the
Cartagena Protocol and then registered
on the BCH III virtual learning platform to
access training materials. They then
engaged in an interactive module which
gave details on the application of the
BCH, giving examples and finishing with
a short quiz.



DAY 2

Day two began with
a presentation by Mr.
Rohan Payne on the
history of the BCH
and Cartagena
Protocol in
Barbados.
Participants then
cooperated in a
group exercise to
identify parties that
are affected by the
BCH.

Another interactive module was completed, with participants learning about
BCH structure and user protocols. The workshop session was completed with
an introduction to the BCH website and practicing application of knowledge
in case studies.



DAY 3

This final day was devoted to navigating
and using the BCH website. Participants
learnt about different kinds of users,
data submission permissions, and how to
enter data. User accounts were created
by each participant and the learning
webtool was used to practice entry of
different data types.



LEARNING
OUTCOMES

Introduction to the Cartagena Protocol
Introduction to the Biosafety Clearing House mechanism
Application of these guidelines in different scenarios
Navigation through the BCH portal and national websites
Entry and interpretation of information found on the BCH


