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What are Invasive Alien Species
(IAS)?

Alien species are species of plants,
animals and micro-organisms that have
moved or been taken beyond their
native habitat and become established
in new locations. Alien species that
cause harm to the ecosystem, economy,
or human well-being are called invasive
alien species (IAS).

How do invasive species get here?

IAS are introduced through many means.
They can be transported here
accidentally (e.g., in cargo or travellers'
luggage) or intentionally (e.g., through
the pet and plant trade). With the
globalisation of economies and the
constant movement of people and
goods across the world, the spread of IAS
has been intensified.

How do IAS affect us?

Socio-Economic: IAS such as the African
green monkey, giant African snail, pink
hibiscus mealybug, and lionfish,
negatively impact our vital economic
sectors of agriculture and fisheries.
Others, such as rats and the tropical Bont
tick, spread diseases to humans and
animals. In addition, there is also the
ongoing cost of financing efforts to
control or eradicate IAS.
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Ecosystem Balance: IAS are harmful to
the environment as well. The spread of
IAS can affect the balance of our natural
ecosystems and reduce populations of
native species, some of which are
already in danger of extinction. It is
estimated that approximately 42% of
endangered or threatened species in the
Caribbean are at risk due to IAS. In
Barbados, the survival of the critically
endangered Barbados leaf-toed gecko is
threatened by IAS.
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How can I help?

We all have a stake in preventing and
controlling the spread of IAS to minimize
the risks and costs to society overall. It is
therefore important for Barbados to have
a robust and responsive national policy
to support IAS management and reduce
IAS risks to the environment and
economy of Barbados and the wider
Caribbean.

Trade: IAS can also affect trade. The
spread of invasive agricultural pests and
diseases could not only affect Barbados’
export of locally-produced agricultural
commodities, it could also endanger the
island’s standing as an important
transshipment point in the Caribbean.
Additionally, IAS accidentally transported
from Barbados on trading vessels can
harm the ecology and economies of our
neighbouring islands and trading
partners.

Participate in the upcoming
workshop on Thursday, 7th July
2022. We’re inviting stakeholders
from the public and private sectors
and civil society, including farmers,
fishers, divers, vets, pet traders,
shipping companies, scientists and
academics, to share views and
recommendations for a national
policy to prevent and control IAS.
Your contribution is vital to this
process.

Learn more, stay informed, and
share information about
biodiversity and IAS in Barbados.

Resources:Resources:

Caribbean Invasive Alien Species Network

www. caribbeaninvasives.org

@ BiodiversityBarbados

Convention on Biological Diversity

www.cbd.int/invasive
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